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CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 0179 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, BQG, WB, EC 

SUBJECT: NEUES DEUTSCHLAND JAN. 23 REPRINTS PRAVDA ATTACKS ON 
EC COMMITTEE AND CDU BUNDESTAG CAUCUS MEETINGS IN BERLIN 

REF: (A) USBERLIN 0159, (B) USBERLIN 0174 

SUMMARY: PRAVDA EDITORIAL PUBLISHED IN JANUARY 23 NEUES 
DEUTSCHLAND CLOSELY PAR AT JET. SOVIET EMBASSY PROTESTS ON 
MEETINGS OF EC COMMITTEES AND CDU/CSU BUNDESTAG CAUCUS 
IN WEST BERLIN. RADIO PEACE AND PROGRESS IS ALSO CITED. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . PRAVDA COMMENTARY WRITTEN BY STANISLAW SJUBANOW JAN. 21, 
ATTACKED THE RECENT BERLIN MEETING OF THE CDU/CSU 
BUNDESTAG CAUCUS AND THE PLANNED MEETINGS OF THREE 
EUROPEAN COMMITTEES IN WEST BERLIN. THE FULL TEXT OF THAT 
COMMENTARY WAS REPRINTED BY NEUES DEUTSCHLAND ON 
JAN. 23, 1978. 
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2. PRAVDA REFERRED TO PRESS REPORTS THAT CDU/CSU 
CAUCUS IN ITS BERLIN MEETING PREPARED FOR THE BUNDESTAG 
DEBATE AND DEALT WITH QUESTIONS ABOUT THE INNER SECURITY OF 
THE FRG. THEREFORE, PRAVDA CHARGED THE MEETING WAS "POLITICAL 
DEMONSTRATION" WHICH "ONCE MORE SOUGHT, IN CONTRADIC- 
TION TO THE QA, TO ENDORSE THE ILLEGAL FRG CLAIM THAT 
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BERLIN IS A LAND OF THE FRG." 

3. PRAVDA COMMENTARY ALSO ATTACKED THE BERLIN MEETINGS 
OF THREE EUROPEAN COMMITTEES -THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, THE COMMITTEE FOR 
REGIONAL POLICY AND TRANSPORTATION, AND THE AGRARIAN 
COMMITTEE-SCHEDULED FOR JANUARY 24 THROUGH JANUARY 27, 

1978. PRAVDA ACCOUNT CHARGED THAT "LEADING REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, WHO WERE IN UNDUE DEPENDENCE 
OF FRG CIRCLES INTERESTED IN INCREASING TENSIONS" 

DECIDED TO HOLD THE "PROVOCATIVE EVENTS." THE PRAVDA 
PIECE REITERATED STANDARD SOVIET VIEW THAT SUCH 
EUROPEAN ACTIVITIES ARE INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE PROVISIONS 
OF THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT, CHARGING THAT "IT IS NO 
SECRET THAT THE MEETINGS WERE NOTHING BUT 
AN ATTEMPT TO EXTEND THE COMPETENCES OF EUROPEAN ORGANS 
TO WEST BERLIN, TO LINK THE CITY TO THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY, AND TO CHANGE WEST BERLIN'S POLITICAL AND 
LEGAL STATUS." 

4. FINALLY PRAVDA REFERRED TO THE SPEECH OF THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE WEST BERLIN SOCIALIST UNITY PARTY (SEW) 
GERHARD DANELIUS WHO RECENTLY, IN A MEETING OF THE SEW 
BOARD, CONDEMNED ALL ATTEMPTS TO REVIVE THE POLICY OF 
COLD WAR AND PROVOCATIONS AND CALLED FOR STRICT OBSERV- 
ANCE AND FULL APPLICATION OF THE QUADRIPARTITE 
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AGREEMENT. 

5. IN SIMILAR VEIN, NEUES DEUTSCHLAND ON JANUARY 24 

ALSO REPRINTED A LONGISH MOSCOW RADIO PEACE AND PROGRESS 
DENUNCIATION OF BERLIN SESSIONS OF B UNDEST AGSFRAKTIONEN. 
THESE ARE DEPLORED AS VIOLATIONS OF THE QA. THE GDR 
TURNBACK OF CDU CHAIRMAN KOHL WAS EXPLAINED AS RETALIATION 
FOR HIS CDU FRAKTION MEETING, A "POLITICAL DEMON- 
STRATION OF THE FRG IN WEST BERLIN." THE GDR DECISION WAS 
LAUDED AS AIMED AT ENSURING THAT WEST BERLIN NOT BE A 
"PLACE OF PROVOCATION AGAINST DETENTE, INCLUDING 
HOSTILE OUTBREAKS AGAINST THE GDR." 

6. COMMENT. THESE SOVIET PIECES CLOSELY PARALLEL PROTESTS 
BY SOVIETS (REFTELS). IT STRIKES US THAT SOVIETS AND GDR 
ARE LATELY INCREASINGLY PUBLICIZING MAJOR THRUST OF 
THEIR DIPLOMATIC PROTESTS TO US IN THIS MANNER. THEY ARE 
ABLE THEREBY TO MAKE PUBLIC THE CONTENT OF THOSE COMMUNICA- 
TIONS BY INDIRECT MEANS, WHILE COMPLAINING ANY TIME WORD OF 
ONE OF OUR COMPLAINTS LEAKS OUT. GEORGE 
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